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T H E
T h e O ld  Testam ent begins w ith a large picture of the 
w orld and of m ankind ; then having set the scope o f G o d ’s 
thought before us, it closes down to the little sphere of 
A b rah am ’s life  and the stock of Abraham , through whom  
G od w orked a  special w ork for m ankind at large. M any 
books now  picture the problem  of China ; this account 
w hich follow s pictures one little bit of the organ and body 
o f C hrist through w hich H e  is w orking for the future o f 
China. A  M ission, one sm all M ission am ong m any, seem s 
a little thing to care for when the m ystery, the burden, and 
the m agnitude o f the E a st have entered into our thoughts. 
B u t w ho can tell the pow er o f the life o f the m ustard seed 
w hich has been sown now forty years in N orth China by 
the S .P .G . ? F o r  one in whom  love of the B od y of C hrist 
has been cherished and rekindled w here E n glish  people 
w orship in the adapted hall of a Chinese palace w hich 
form s the B ritish  L egation  C h a p e l; for one w ho has 
m inistered am id the beautiful A n glo-C hin ese architecture 
o f the C athedral in P ekin g, when the holy orders o f the 
C atholic m inistry have been conferred by the B ishop 
upon men and wom en of E n glish  and of Chinese birth ; for 
one w ho has approached the Christm as F estiv a l down in 
the frozen country, in a rude church whose unhewn rafters 
and pillars o f little crooked tree trunks have recalled to him  
the stable of B ethlehem  ; for such an one, lost am id the 
m iseries and sin and vastness of heathen China, this S .P .G . 
M ission has glow ed w ith light and love and life. W e  
E n g lish  Churchm en cannot ourselves grapple w ith C hina 
as a w hole, but w e can see to it that the seed sown b y  
our representatives is the best seed w e know, and that the 
nurture given  to it is the best our sacrifices can supply. 
W e  can then trust the livin g C hrist to g ive  it that life, 
grow th, and fruitfulness for C hina w hich are in H is
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sovereign purpose. T h e  tim e m ay com e when w hat w e 
are doing now in one or tw o places w ill be im itated and 
extended by hundreds of C hina’s own Christians.
T h e  N orth C hina M ission of the S .P .G . originated by 
the offering o f men and m oney a fter the first D a y  of 
Intercession for F oreign  M issions w hich the C hurch of 
E ngland observed in 1872. B ishop W ilkin son , as he 
afterw ards becam e, proposed that day o f prayer. T ill  his 
death he continued activ e ly  at the home base as a foster 
father of the M ission.* O ne of the tw o first priests, and 
m uch of the m oney that launched this M ission in 1874 
cam e from  his parish. T h a t priest, C harles P erry  S cott, 
becam e first B ishop of the M ission in 1880.
F o r m any years the M ission existed on a very  sm all 
scale, its few  m em bers rather prospecting, w inning exp eri­
ence, and lay in g foundations for the larger w ork w h ich  
has now  begun to grow , than building an y great fabric 
them selves. E cclesiastically , jurisdiction w as given  to 
B ish op Sco tt over Shantung, over the m etropolitan 
province o f Chihli, over the south of M anchuria, and 
w estw ard  through H onan, through P astor H si’s province 
o f Shansi and on, through K ansu, to the borders of T ib e t 
and T urkestan. P ra ctica lly , developm ent has been only in 
certain  portions o f this field.
English Work .— T h ere has been a steadfast and not 
unfruitfu l m inistry, in accordance w ith S .P .G . principles, 
to  the E n glish  speaking people in C hefoo and W ei-hai-w ei, 
T ien tsin  and P ek in g  ; and up the railw ay (that leads on to 
the hom eward Siberian route) into M anchuria, w here one 
priest resides at N ew ch w an g and another, supported b y 
his old hom e parish, w orks up and down the railw ay from 
D a ln y .t  F o r  the sake o f our own people this w ork has 
been n ecessary and w ell worth w h ile ; it has been far 
from  unfruitful in the m atter of their relation w ith the
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* H e was President o f  the N orth China and Shantung M ission Association , in 
w hich  position he has been  fo llow ed  by the B ishop o f  G loucester. It ought to be 
stated that, while the S .P .G . helps increasingly in the w ork o f  the Church in North 
China and Shantung, the w ork has also been nobly supported by this other 
A ssociation , and also by the S .P .C .K . N o attempt is m ade in this account to 
disentangle the contributions o f  these societies, but from  time to time reference is 
m ade to certain places w here the S .P .G ., as such, is giving special help to the 
B ishops.
+ Similarly in the 'forties  S .P .G . helped to start the English bishopric and 
English w ork in H ong-K ong.
3direct M ission w ork and their support of i t ; in the far 
greater social intercourse w hich is now grow ing up betw een 
the Chinese and foreigners it is like ly  to bear increasing 
fruit. A  branch of the C .E .M .S . w as recently form ed by 
the com bined efforts of an S .P .G . m issionary and an A rm y 
chaplain am ong our troops in T ientsin . T h e  m em bers 
heard that their E n g lish  church w as to be used b y  some 
C hinese Christians for a Chinese service—  L e t  us go and 
stand shoulder to shoulder w ith our brother C hristian s,”  
they said. “  I f  w e have to use a different language, w e can 
sin g  the sam e hym ns.”  “  W h y  don’t you ask us for 
m ore ? ”  said a  man in the consular service to a form er 
chaplain  in the L egation . “  T h ere are men all over C hina 
w ho know  you and would g iv e  you anything you w ant for 
the M ission.”
Chinese W ork.— E va n g elistic  w ork has been carried on 
from  a sm all num ber o f stations opened in the interior 
o f  Shantung province, in P ekin g , and across a belt of 
country a little to the south of P ek in g  stretching for a few  
d a ys’ cart ride north-east and south-west. T h ese latter 
a re  based on P ekin g. Shantung has been the scene of real 
hard pioneering w ork, carried out in the face o f m any 
obstacles from  the ’seventies onwards. T h is  is now being 
enorm ously helped b y the fact that m ost o f its main 
stations have been linked together b y  the new  railw ay 
w h ich  connects P ek in g  and Shanghai.
T h e  w ork south of P ek in g  grow s out o f that initiated 
during the decade or so in w hich the C .M .S . laboured in 
and around P ek in g  before they w ithdrew  their prospecting 
forces for concentration elsew here. T h is  w ithdraw al w as 
in accordance w ith the plan w hich leaves the north of 
C h in a  to S .P .G ., the central Y a n gtze  va lley  to the A m erican  
E piscopalians, the south of C hina to C .M .S ., and the w est 
to  C .M .S . and the A n glican  section of the C hina Inland 
M ission.
Growth.— T h e great break caused b y  the B oxer rising of 
1900 occurred when the evan gelistic  stage w as beginning to 
b e  supplem ented b y school and m edical w ork. T h e  blow 
to the C hurch w as h eavy. B efore the storm  really  broke 
one priest w as killed in S h a n tu n g ; when it broke tw o 
•of the sm all band w ho form ed the M ission w ere killed at
4Y u n g-ch ’ing, the north-east lim it o f the belt o f outposts 
based on P ekin g . B u t slow ly  and steadily the Church 
rose to repair the disaster w hich had w recked the M ission. 
In 1903 the area of the M ission w as subdivided, and 
G eoffrey D urnford Iliff  o f the M ission staff w as consecrated 
B ish op of the new  diocese in Shantung. In 19 11 
Y u an  Shih-kai’s home province o f H onan, w here hitherto the 
C hurch had done only occasional w ork am ong the E n g lish ­
men on a  m ining concession, w as also cut off and handed 
over to the Canadian Church. In 1914 B ishop Scott w as 
succeeded in the B ishopric o f N orth  C hina by his old 
lieutenant, F . L . N orris. A m id the new  atm osphere of 
confidence and progress w hich has follow ed the Boxers^ 
failure to oppose foreign ideas and the w elcom e given  to 
them  b y the R evolution, m ovem ent has begun. M edical 
work on a much larger scale than before supplem ents the 
evan gelistic  w ork, and educational w ork on a still larger 
scale takes the im portant place which is its due. A  native 
m inistry has been started, and the organization of a 
national C hurch is in steady progress.
The Cathedrals. - T h e  centres o f this w ork are at 
P ek in g , in which city  is the Cathedral for the D iocese o f 
N orth C hina,and at Tai-an-fu, w here B ishop Iliff is building 
the C athedral for the Shantung D iocese. T h e  two 
cathedrals are designed in very  different w ays, but each 
represents a great fact. In the capital o f China, on a 
ground plan taken from  the Christian cross, B ishop Scott 
incorporated w ith W estern  m ethods of construction as 
m uch as possible of Chinese form and decoration. T h e  
Cathedral of our Saviour, P eking, represents the offer by 
the C hurch o f a C hristian foundation on w hich all that is 
best o f C h in a ’s life m ay be built and grafted ." In T ai-an-fu, 
w hich is set at the foot of the sacred mountain of Taishan, 
to w hich pilgrim s still travel in their thousands, B ishop 
Iliff is raising the w itness o f a fine G othic building. T h is  
Cathedral, like a N orm an or a B yzan tin e church in 
E ngland, fran kly  represents the challenge o f the Church 
w hich, com ing to us from  outside ourselves, gathers us all 
together in one, and now reaches to China from  the W e s t, 
as it cam e originally to E ngland  across the Continent from  
the E ast.
* See The Mission Field for  August, 1914.
5T h e ideal o f w orship w hich these cathedrals are designed 
to  represent even more fu lly  than the other churches o f the 
M ission is one w hich seem s peculiarly  fitted to the needs of 
China. I f  on the one hand it corrects the slovenliness of 
m uch of the ordinary tem ple worship of the land, w hich 
has done little to prepare the Chinese Church for the spirit 
o f reverence, on the other hand, the reverent services of our 
C hurch seem  the right form  of Christian  worship to touch 
those w ho have know n the stately  worship o f the Tem p le 
o f H eaven  and of the Confucian sacrifices. T h e  transla­
tion into Chinese of form s of worship, w hich E ngland has 
inherited from  the experience o f m any C hristian  centuries 
and countries, w as one of the great tasks o f the earliest 
generation of the M ission staff. T h e  Chinese P ra yer B ook 
now  in use is deliberately and avow edly  offered as a transla­
tion and not as an y special adaptation to C hinese ideas, 
because, as its preface says, B ishop Scott considered it wise 
to show the Chinese C hurch the best w e E n glish  know , and 
to leave any future adaptation to be made by those who are 
them selves Chinese. A s  the worship o f the cathedral 
congregation in P ekin g is admired for its reverence b y  
visitors from  M issions all over China, so requests constantly 
com e from  all sorts of M ission stations for copies of our 
C hinese P ra yer B ook, in order that it m ay be a help to 
others in developing the spirit and practice of prayer and 
w orship. It is interesting to note that one o f the recom ­
m endations of the N ational Conference w ith the E dinburgh 
Continuation Com m ittee, w hich w as held at Shanghai in 
1913, w as that a form  of Com m on P ra y er should be drawn 
up to be offered for optional use in all China M issions.
W O M E N ’S  W O R K .
B efore w e treat more fu lly  o f the m edical and educa­
tional work and the building up o f a native Church, a few  
words, brief but full of honour, m ust be said o f the w om en’s 
w ork done in these tw o dioceses. E a ch  branch— evangelistic, 
educational,and m edical— has been helped on by the m arried 
and unm arried wom en of the M ission. T h e  latest develop­
m ent has been the strengthening for service w hich has com e 
to tw o of the fam ilies in the M ission through the help given
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6b y children’s nurses, w ho have com e to them  from  the 
S .P .G . G uild  o f M issionary S ervice. T h e  most d istinctive 
feature in the organization of w om en’s w ork is S . F a ith ’s 
H om e, P ek in g , w here the N orth  C hina D iocese has a band 
of three deaconesses and other unm arried wom en. T h eir  
work in the g irls ’ schools, hospital, and dispensary, in th e 
teaching of poor and of educated wom en, in the training o f 
B ib lew om en, and in visitin g the country stations, and above 
all the spirit o f their life and devotion m ake up one of the 
richest gifts w hich B ishop Scott, w ho founded and w atched 
over their com m unity, won for the Church. A s  associates, 
sharing in their inspiration and fellow ship, there are attached 
to this com m unity a ll the E n glish  and Chinese wom en w ho 
w ork in the M ission and a certain num ber w ho live in 
the E n g lish  settlem ents in P ek in g  and Tien tsin . T h ese  
associates include a sm all band of able wom en, honorary 
m em bers o f the M ission, w ho are doing educational and 
religious w ork of their own, pioneering am ong the upper 
class wom en of P ekin g. L ectu res to wom en on the 
principles o f hygiene, hom e m anagem ent, and education 
have attracted large num bers to the preaching rooms on 
m arket days ; in this work wom en and doctors from several 
M issions have co-operated.
M E D I C A L  W O R K .
T h e  m edical w ork done b y the tw o dioceses has 
developed rapidly in recent years. It is good, but not y et 
nearly adequate in quantity, tior sufficiently supported. In 
Shantung wom en doctors superintend it at P in g  Y in  and a  
m edical man at Yen-chou-fu, an im portant new  M ission 
centre on the railw ay. T h e  M ission in P ek in g  w as able to 
spare a man for plague w ork in 19 11 and for R ed C ross 
w ork in the R evolution. Its  share in prom oting m edical 
education w ill be dw elt on later. T h e  staff here is strong 
enough now  to undertake occasional country w ork w hen 
the evangelistic bands go out on their tours. A t H ochienfu, 
in the centre o f the belt o f country stations w orked from 
P ek in g, a hospital is now being opened under a Christian 
Chinese doctor trained at the P ek in g  M edical C ollege. 
H ochienfu  is a M oham m edan c e n tre ; a hospital m ay lead 
to a  new  w ork am ong that section of the population as it 
has done so often elsew here. A nother illustration of th e
7w a y  in w hich one branch of M ission w ork helps on other 
parts o f the w ork is supplied b y  the schem e for m edical 
developm ent am ong the country stations, of w hich this 
hospital represents the beginning. It w ill be easier 
for the B ishop to accep t the responsibility of p lacin g 
m arried men and their fam ilies in these outposts, and 
consequently it w ill be easier to p ay  regard to Chinese 
feeling in m aking the proposed arrangem ents for extending 
the w ork of S . F a ith ’s H om e am ong the countryw om en. 
It is esp ecially  in the country districts that the neglect o f 
w ork for the wom en and girls is felt. In a  fam ine area  
round Chichou, at the south of this belt o f country, near 
w here the R e v . F red erick  D a y  w as murdered in the 
R evolution, a  R efu ge for forty  girls w ho w ere in danger o f 
being drowned or sold has been opened b y m em bers of the 
M ission. It would be a  great thing for that area if  this a ct 
o f C hristian charity  could be follow ed up by more than the 
elem entary dispensary w ork and the occasional w om en’s 
w ork which are at present given  to the district. Chichou 
itself has a drug fair to w hich sellers com e from  all over 
China. It offers a  challenge to the C hristian  C hurch to 
display the best w e have learnt of G o d  with regard to 
disease and suffering. T h e  G ir ls ’ R efu ge is a great call for 
extending our girls ’ educational w ork.
E D U C A T I O N A L  W O R K .
O ne of the tw o prim ary objects w ith which the Church 
generally carries on educational w ork is the training in 
C hristian faith and character of the new-born sons and 
daughters of her baptism . T h e  forces of heathen heredity 
w hich have to be eradicated are so great, and the pow er o f 
a C hristian heredity is so purifying, that the C hurch cannot 
but com e to the help o f Christian parents in the bringing 
up of their children. T h e  Rom an C hurch in China, w hich 
has laid down a rule that none shall be ordained excep t 
those who have tw o generations o f C hristianity behind 
them , m ay seem  to be lacking in faith, but its long 
experience has taught it the pow er of this great fact o f 
heredity. T h e  second of the tw o prim ary objects o f 
M ission education is to produce C hristian leaders for the 
service o f the Church in the m inistry, in education, and in 
m edical w ork. A s  evan gelistic  w ork reaches out to the
m any and w ins the few , so educational w ork w ill only look 
to w in for direct C hurch w ork a certain  proportion of 
those whom  w e educate; but the result in the case o f a few  
is worth our effort in both fields. A m ong other objects 
attainable through our schools in the present position of 
affairs in C hina is the influencing o f non-Christian boys 
and girls. P a rtly  through the superior teaching w hich 
m any M ission schools can give in E n glish  and in the other 
modern subjects w hich the Chinese seek now, partly (and 
this m ay, in m any cases of good fam ilies, overcom e some 
of the sense of social c leavage between them and the class 
from  w hich most of our M ission fam ilies are at present 
drawn) ow ing to the better m oral tone and discipline 
in Christian schools, as com pared w ith G overnm ent and 
private schools," non-Christian boys and girls are attracted 
w ithin the circle of Christian influence, and grow  up to 
entertain, even when unconverted, a much better apprecia­
tion of C hristian ity. L a stly , this sam e fact that our schools 
now  equip boys w ith w hat they desire for advancem ent in 
various w alk s of life, saves the M ission school from  one 
serious danger. I f  the school w ere only able to equip a 
boy for the service o f the Church, it would be m uch harder 
than it now is for him  to face fa irly  and w ith pure m otives 
the question of his vocation to C hurch w ork. It is 
partly for this reason that the N orth  China D iocese is 
now  considering the establishm ent of an industrial school 
for some of its boys w ho are not fitted for the usual 
secondary school course in modern subjects. I f  our 
boys and girls are free and able to win their w ay  in 
other fields, then their work, if they give  it to the Church, 
and their offering of them selves freely  for it w ill be of 
greater value.
A t present the num ber of g irls ’ schools is very  m uch 
less than that of the boys. T h is  is an extrem ely serious 
fact when w e rem em ber that Christian men of education 
m ust find Christian w ives o f sim ilar culture if  the N e w  
P eop le , as the C hristian com m unity is rightly  called, is to 
grow  in purity and power. B u t the num ber of g irls ’ 
schools w ill increase as our wom en w orkers spread further 
afield and our trained Chinese teachers increase in num ber.
* cp . The K.M. Magazine for  Septem ber, 1914, article on “ Rivetting O ld China.”
9T h e  general outline of the system , so far as the efforts w e 
h a v e  been able to m ake in various directions constitute a 
system , is as follow s. T h e  bulk o f the prim ary education 
is given  in sm all schools w ith about ten boys or girls in 
each. T h e y  are taught m ainly by Chinese teachers, w ho too 
often, at present, are of the old style and not a lw ays 
C hristian  ; the w ork is frequently supplem ented b y the 
help of a visitin g catechist or clergym an for Scripture, and 
perhaps for one or tw o modern subjects. T h e  cost of one 
such school per annum is about ¿10. T h ere are districts 
w here it is increasingly possible for the local com m unity to 
share the burden of the expenses with the M ission. In 
P ek in g  a larger prim ary school is now  entirely organized 
and financed by thé efforts of a Chinese sub-com m ittee 
of the Cathedral V estry , costing the funds from  E ngland 
nothing.
Secondary education is much more expensive, and if it 
is to be carried out on the scale and according to the 
standard that is necessary a long generation or more m ust 
elapse before it can dispense w ith large E n glish  grants. 
M ost of our C hristian children at present need Church 
scholarships to m eet their fees, and even if all Christian 
and non-Christian scholars paid such fees as it is at all 
possible to ask, the schools would need help. T h ere are no 
endowm ents, no rate aid, and no G overnm ent grants, such 
as are given  in E ngland  and b y the Indian and some 
Colonial G overnm ents to Church schools and colleges. 
T h e  N orth China D iocese has in P ek in g  one central b oys’ 
school and one first-rate school for girls. T h ese w ere both 
enlarged by substantial help from  the P an -A n glican  Tnank- 
offering, and each takes at present about 80 to 100 scholars. 
T h e  oldest of its country districts, Y u n g-ch ’ing, m akes great 
use o f a non-M ission school, w hich it helps to w ork and 
in connection w ith w hich it has a C hurch hostel. T h e  
school originated w ith a large indem nity, w hich w as 
exacted  by the P ow ers for the B o x er  outrages in the 
district, but which, on being refused b y  the Church, w as 
devoted to the good of the neighbourhood. In Shantung 
there are secondary schools o f a sim ilar standard, at 
T ai-an -fu , at W ei-hai-w ei, and at P in g  Y in . G reat as is the 
need for more trained E n glish  teachers for all these 
schools, perhaps there is none w here the need is so pressing
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as in the b oys’ school, the C hung T e  school, in P e k in g . 
T h e  old c ry  of the m issionary m eeting m ust go up for 
these schools— ‘ G iv e  us men, wom en, and m oney.”
Higher Education.— T h is  is the great answ er of the 
C hurch to the suspicion that all our M ission schools are 
only tending to W esternise and enslave our Christian 
com m unity. A s  a m atter o f fact, there could be nothing 
m ore loyal to Chinese national feeling than the w ay  in 
w hich our M ission schools, prim ary and secondary alike, 
fran kly  teach the Confucian classics as a  large part of 
the curriculum  ; and though the curriculum  for modern 
subjects has not yet been entirely standardized by the 
D iocesan  B oard of E ducation, in the N orth C hina Diocese,, 
at any rate, one at least of the leading schools definitely 
accep ts the curriculum  laid down for G overnm ent schools 
b y  the C hinese D epartm ent of E ducation  ; and in no case, 
even in the teaching of E nglish , is the curriculum  different 
in principle from  that w hich the Chinese G overnm ent has 
adopted as most fitted to the present state and need of the 
country. B u t the great answ er o f the C hurch to the 
suspicion that it is an enslaving, foreignizing influence is in 
its higher education, for it is there that it is seen openly 
and vigorously striv in g .to  equip a generation of Christian 
men and wom en who can be real leaders and w orkers in a 
tru ly  native organization. A s  our m inistry, our schools* 
and our hospitals becom e more and m ore staffed w ith  the 
Chinese men and wom en whom  w e have trained, it w ill b e  
seen that w e have been w orkin g at an education w hich 
shall not enslave, but em ancipate, the C hristian C hurch o f  
China.
1 . Teachers.— G irl teachers are now being trained, 
for both the dioceses, in a norm al class w hich crow ns the 
w ork of the g ir ls ’ school in P ekin g . P a rtly  perhaps in 
consequence o f this w ork v e ry  close and friendly relations 
have grow n up between the school and a G overnm ent 
norm al school for girl teachers near b y ; this friendliness 
strengthens the hope that our M ission schools w ill often 
extend their influence beyond them selves, and becom e 
m odels for w hat is being attem pted by the Chinese through 
G overnm ent and private enterprise. T h ere are no men a t  
present in the M ission to train men teachers.
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2. Doctors and Nurses.— Students of nursing and 
dispensary w ork have passed and are passing from  both 
the boys and girls ’ schools into the hospitals of the 
Mission, both strengthening its w ork and illustrating th e 
teaching of the C hurch as to the place and vocation of 
wom en as a ctiv e  sharers in her w ork and fellow ship. 
W om en  doctors have not yet been trained by the M ission, 
though an opening for this training is now  at hand. Men 
have been and are being trained as fu lly  qualified doctors. 
T h e  account of their training as it is now carried on 
brings us to the first instance of Union W o rk  in w hich the 
M ission co-operates w ith other M issions. T h ere is in 
P ek in g  one of the largest and, it is often said, the best of 
all the m edical colleges in China. It has over one huudred 
students, and a strong facu lty  of a dozen E n glish  and 
A m erican doctors w ho hold am ong them  several of the 
highest qualifications. T h e  college w as given  a handsome 
donation of m oney b y the fam ous D ow ager E m p ress who 
had received benefit from  its founder, and w hat is o f 
far higher value the privilege, unique am ong C hinese 
m issionary colleges, o f granting degrees, w hich q u alify  for 
G overnm ent appointm ents, c ivil and m ilitary. Its organiza­
tion on a scale w hich shall ensure an adequate staff o f 
men, w ith tim e and ability  to specialize on the various 
branches o f m edicine and surgery, has been made possible 
b y  the acceptance on the part o f the several M issions 
in P ek in g  of the proposal made by the London M ission, 
that they should club together the united efforts o f all 
their m edical men. T h e  C hurch of E ngland  M ission in 
P ek in g , w hich has now got one Chinese and tw o E n glish  
doctors on the staff o f its own hospital, is now enabled 
b y  the S .P .G . to detach a third E n glish  doctor and 
also an E n glish  chem ist and dispenser for the w ork  
of this m edical college. T h e S .P .G . is further erecting 
a hostel (with its own chapel) for thirty students at 
the college, at w hich, under the wardenship o f th e 
S .P .G . doctor, the C hurch students from  various dioceses 
w ill live. T h e y  w ill live  in close com radeship w ith 
a proportion of non-Christian students. M any non- 
C hristian students in the past ow ing to such influences 
have left the college, not only doctors, but Christian  
doctors.
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3. Clergy, Catechists, and Biblewomen__T h e m em bers
of S. F a ith ’s H om e in P ek in g  have in the past 
trained a sm all num ber of B iblew om en, whose w ork has 
been most valuable in P ek in g  and in country stations. 
T h ere  is the prom ise in the P ek in g  G irls ’ School o f more of 
these workers, for the spirit of the schoolgirls them selves 
is shown by the fact that they have their own school 
M ission, in the form  of a Sunday school w hich they 
conduct in the preaching room for rough little children off 
the streets.
C lasses for catechists and clergy have been organized 
from  tim e to time as men have been ready for training. 
T h e  D iocese of Shantung has in the past done most valuable 
w ork at C hefoo for both the dioceses. Shantung, w hich 
w as later than N orth  China in ordaining c lergy, has now 
ordained tw ice as m any as in the sister diocese. W ith  its 
splendid new  recruits from  home and a picked body of 
U n iversity  graduates to w ork on, Shantung is preparing, 
w ith S .P .G . help, to open a strong theological hostel at 
C hinanfu, the capital of the province. Boone C ollege of 
the A m erican C hurch M ission at H an kow  has helped to. 
train tw o men. In P ek in g  a class of eight catechists has 
just been carefu lly  trained, at the expense of the L egation  
Chapel. T h ese men m arked the com ing of the new  spirit 
in China, being of a class above that w hich w e have usually 
to u ch e d ; most of them cam e straight into the Church and 
the service o f the Church after being trained for teachers 
at a G overnm ent normal school, and won for C hrist b y  a 
Chinese priest of great evangelistic power. Som e of them 
are alm ost cettain after a few  more years in the Church to 
pass on into the ordained m inistry. P ek in g is now  g iv in g 
three candidates, who have had a better general education 
than the M ission had given  before, a course o f three years 
careful training for H o ly  Orders, on lines w hich w ill also 
be in advance of any theological education given  so fa r 
in either diocese.
U N I O N  U N I V E R S I T I E S .
A ll the professional and technical training above that 
o f the secondary schools o f the M ission w hich has now 
been indicated has been conducted independently o f an y
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U n iversity . B u t Christian U n iversities are grow ing in 
China, and the S .P .G . does not intend to keep out of them. 
It  is only the A m erican Church, w ith its S . John’s and 
Boone U n iversities at Shanghai and H an kow , which has 
had the zeal and generosity to found C hurch institutions o f 
this standard. E ngland has made it n ecessary for her 
C hurch M issions to recognize that if they are to engage in 
U n iversity  w ork they can only hope to do it by clubbing 
their efforts, as in the Union M edical C ollege, with those of 
other M issions. T h ere is much to be said for this policy—  
it widens the outlook of the students, w ho w ork w ith those 
of other M issions; it prepares the w ay for further union 
am ong the Christian forces in the country. B u t the Church 
M issions have felt it necessary to claim  that their students 
shall share in the general education of these Union C olleges 
and U n iversities as residents in their own Church hostels, 
w here their own C hurch w itness can be maintained, and 
w here they can be led on through the passage from  boyhood 
to manhood, to a liv in g and rational love o f their own 
Church system . It would be poor charity to the future 
Church o f China, w hich w e all desire to see, to send 
in our Chinese leaders w ith their hands em pty o f those gifts 
of Sacram ent and Tradition  w hich we have inherited for 
them. T h e  S .P .G . is now, as has been said, strengthening 
the position of our Church doctors and students in the Union 
M edical C ollege in P eking. In the sam e w ay, in the 
D iocese of Shantung, B ishop I liff has co-operated at 
W eih sien  in the Union A rts C ollege, which is soon to be 
m oved to Chinanfu. T h e  suggestion that his students 
should have their own hostel w as at first accepted w ith doubt 
and fear. It has been vindicated in practice trium phantly. 
It is the graduates from  that hostel who are referred to above 
as form ing the T heological H ostel w hich is to be opened at 
C hinanfu, w here the Union A rts  C ollege w ill be allied 
w ith a m edical college and other institutions in a very  
considerable Christian  U n iversity . In P ek in g  it is now 
announced that there is to be a larger Union U n iversity . 
T h e  generosity o f an exceedin gly w ealth y Am erican, it is 
also stated, is to m ake possible the federation of the Union 
M edical C ollege, an A m erican  M ethodist U n iversity , and 
other w ork in a v e ry  large U n iversity  schem e. From  the 
Church point o f v ie w  half the glory of this new  schem e is
14
th at the donor m akes it a  condition that w e shall all go in 
•on the basis of our own denom inational hostels. T h e 
funds, it seems, m ay be so am ple as to leave further 
m oney alm ost out of our thought. T h e  cry  in this case 
w ill be “  M en and prayer— give  us men, able to rise 
to so great an opportunity ; g ive us prayer that w e m ay 
win and m ove and train C hristians strong enough for 
C h in a ’s need.”
S T U D E N T  W O R K .
B efore we leave the educational w ork w hich the Church 
is developing in N orth  China, som ething m ay be said about 
the allied subject of w ork am ong students who attend not 
M ission, but G overnm ent colleges. P eking, the governing 
centre o f C hina for centuries, is now becom ing m ore 
and more a centre o f national life  ; its railw ays reach up to 
M anchuria and down to the south b y the trunk lines 
w hich connect it with Shanghai and w ith H an ko w  and 
thence, in time, with Canton. And at this centre there 
are now  gathered together, not only the officials of all the 
boards, but m any thousands of students preparing for 
official and other careers, men w ho com e from  every  
province and even from  the great inland dependencies of 
M ongolia, Turkestan, and T ib et. F o u r or five thousand 
of these students are gathered in the quarter of the c ity  in 
w hich the Church of E ngland  M ission is established. 
V arious links have been form ed w ith this student com ­
m unity, and some direct and encouraging efforts have been 
m ade am ong it. T h e  Y .M .C .A ., w ho are keen to help the 
Church in every w ay, have done m ost useful and hopeful 
pioneering w ork here. T h e  S .P .G . is now helping to 
establish an organized w ork esp ecially  for these men, 
centring round a hostel and lecture room. A s  this is 
being written the priest of the M ission w ho is to take the 
lead in opening up this w ork is seeking for a  man who, it 
m ay be hoped, w ill only be the first of several to g ive 
them selves to this v e ry  im portant and ve ry  needy class of 
men. T h e  condition under w hich  m any of them  live is 
pitiable. T h e  strength they m ight be to the C h urch ’s work 
for their country is o f the kind much needed in her counsels 
and her m inistry.
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A  nation w ith 4,000 years o f history and over 
300,000,000 of population m ay be expected to be capable 
■of entertaining large ideas. T h e  pectoral cross of the 
B ishop of N orth China is copied from  the device on the 
eighth century N estorian tablet in N orth -W est China, and 
the joy  w ith w hich he can w ear that link w ith the past is 
only m atched by the satisfaction w ith w hich the C hristians 
o f the diocese dw ell on the historic m em ories w hich that 
inscription stirs. T h eir appreciation of such mem ories 
augurs w ell for the developm ent o f a historic sense in the 
C h urch  of China, w hich shall balance any undue disregard 
for Christian history and tradition w hich their pronounced 
sense of nationality m ay foster. T h e  ideas w hich they 
•entertain for the future o f their national C hurch are not 
sm all.
T h e  contribution of the N orth C hina D iocese to the 
form ation of a Chinese Church, w hich shall be at once 
catholic and national, has been of the w eightiest. A s  
com pared w ith some other C hinese dioceses its own work 
has been in the past starved and sm all. B u t the statesm an­
ship w ith which her first Bishop, D r. Scott, as Chairm an, 
and her present B ishop, D r. N orris, as Secretary, laboured 
in the prelim inary conferences for the form ation of the 
A n glican  Synod of all China, w hich w as constituted in 1912, 
has been a g ift to C hina of the first order. P arallel w ith 
the N ippon Sei K okw ai now  stands the C hung H u a  Sheng 
K u n g H ui, the Sino-C atholic Church. It  stands four­
square upon the basis of the L am b eth  Q uadrilateral, owning 
the H istoric E piscopate, T w o  Sacram ents, T w o  Creeds, 
and the H o ly  Scriptures o f the O ld and N ew  Testam ents. 
T h e  thrill of enthusiasm  w hich its organization shot 
through the C hinese clerical and lay delegates to the 
Syn od  and through the C hinese Churchm en whom  they 
represent, proves conclusively that in their v ie w  our 
bishops and leaders have been as loyal to the ideal of 
nationalism  as they have been fa ithfu l to catholic order. 
T h e  constitution of an S .P .G . diocese, in w hich the diocesan 
bishop is m aster in his own house and not the agent of a 
hom e board, m ade it natural that N orth C hina should be 
a b le  to take a strong part in this w ork of building a national
A  N A T I O N A L  C H U R C H  F O R  C H I N A .
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C hurch." T h e  first act o f the Synod after its constitution 
w as to form  a B oard  of M issions, w hich is to present at its  
n ext triennial m eeting in 1915  a report proposing that the 
eleven united dioceses, m any of w hich have a far m ore 
developed n ative m inistry than there is in the north y e t, 
should com bine to send a M ission to some untouched part 
of China, and that this M ission should have a Chinese 
bishop consecrated as its leader. E v e r y  diocese has long 
been developing its self-governm ent by m eans o f diocesan 
conferences or synods, based upon a system  of w hat m ay 
be called parochial vestries and ruridecanal conferences. 
T h e  G eneral Synod is based upon these diocesan con ­
ferences and synods, and the proposal for this Chinese 
C hurch  M ission in C hina is being subm itted in advance to 
each diocesan council. N orth  C hina has not been 
backw ard in endorsing the proposal. It is ve ry  probable 
that one of the untouched w estern provinces of B ishop 
N o rris ’ jurisdiction w ill be the sphere o f this united venture.
C O N C L U S I O N .
A  su rvey  of the C h urch ’s w ork in N orth C hina provides 
a strong call for prayer, personal service, and sacrifice o f m eans. 
It  is the record of the w ork of a body of men and wom en 
w ho, after the years of patience w hich founded their w ork, 
are fu ll of hope. T h e  tim es in C hina are fu ll o f hope. 
T h e  experience won in past years enabled the w ork now 
being done to be planned on lines that are fu ll of hope. 
In v iew  of the vastness of China, the w ork m ay and does 
look exceedin gly sm all. B u t it is not sm all in its aim s, 
nor is it sm all in its sense of the L ife  Abundant, w hich 
can m ake the sm allest grain o f m ustard seed grow to 
strength. T h e  w ork scattered over the illim itable country­
side is a w itness to the Chinese Church of the future, that 
it must be looking ever to its m any m illions of strong 
country-bred people w ith a spirit o f venture and enterprise. 
T h e  w ork of the central institutions in our cathedral and 
u n iversity  cities affords the training ground for the men 
and wom en w ho w ill conduct that enterprise for their own 
land.
* It is interesting to add that two or three senior m em bers o f  various non- 
episcopal M issions in China have told the w riter that, to their thinking, ep iscopacy 
probably affords the best form  o f  Church governm ent for  the Chinese in their 
present stage o f  developm ent.
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